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CHRISTMAS in the past 

 Christmas in the past was 

different than now. 

Ho ho ho! Christmas is coming! We just canõt waitJ. 

Some of us have already started Christmas 
preparations and shopping. The smell of tangerines at 

schools or workplaces means that Christmas time is 

about to start! That is why this edition is solely about 
Christmas and family. But òour familyó not always 

means our relatives ð to find out more ð look inside 

this issue. You can read about Christmas traditions 
within our families. You can learn a little bit more 

about Christmas customs in the past. So, relax and 

unwind, grab our December edition and have fun! 
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Poland is a country where 

tradition is still alive and lasts. 
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Our family - Folk Song and Dance Ensemble of Warsaw University "Warszawianka" 

 

What is ñWarszawiankaò? ñWarszawiankaò is a folk group where children, teenagers and 

students meet and dance. The group was established in 1972.  At the beginning there werenôt 

costumes and regular training there. No one knows why the name of the group is ñWarszawiankaò 

but I think it is because the team was established in Warsaw.  

In 1986 Jan Ğosakiewicz and his wife Mağgorzata started cooperation with ñWarszawiankaò. 

At this time the manager of ñWarszawiankaò was Krystyna StaŒczak-Pağyga. The group badly 

needed a good musician and in 1994 Witold JarosiŒski started cooperation with Jan Ğosakiewicz.  

In 1996 Jan Ğosakiewicz became a manager. Since then the group started developing and in 

2001 a children division was created. Next, in 2008, teenagers group was established. In 2017 

ñWarszawiankaò celebrated its forty-fifth anniversary  of establishment.  

"Warszawianka" is an ensemble of young people sharing love and passion for folk dance and 

song. By outstanding choreography, great arrangements and top level skills we win the audiences 

both in Poland and abroad. We are the winners of many prestigious prizes.  

I am in ñWarszawiankaò since 2012. I canôt believe now that I could live without my team, 

because it isnôt only a group of people, who occasionally meat. It is a family. Our family. 

 

Author: Marta BurzyŒska 

OUR FAMILY  
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Christmas in the past was different than now. In the past, there werenôt electric lamps. Instead of 

them, there were candles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Santa Claus, in fact was different than we think. He was born about 270 A.D. and died on 

6
th
 of December  345 or 352 A.D. That is why we celebrate St. Nicholas on this day. St. Nicholas 

was a bishop of Myra town. The most popular legend about him was as follows: 

 ôôYoung Nicholas, before being elected a bishop, had a greedy and wealthy neighbor who 

mocked the piety of the saint. God punished his neighbor and made him lose his fortune and he 

fell into extreme poverty. When he did not have anything to support his family anymore, he 

decided to sell his three daughters to a public house because nobody wanted to marry them 

without getting a proper dowry. Nicholas, after long deliberations of the Holy Scriptures and 

prayer, decided to save the girls' virtue. Three times, under the cover of the night, he threw 

through the window the money for the dowry for each sister. When the neighbor has already set 

up two weddings, he decided to find out where the mysterious money came from. He watched all 

night and was surprised to discover that the man he had despised, threw money through the 

window for the third time. He thanked him embarrassed and decided to change his life according 

to the commandmentsò 

CHRISTMAS  in the past 
 


